COLtZCTim^ T THT TIEB^'u^KA STATE Hr-TORICAL 
SOCirat AS CF FEBRUAr.T 1, 1952 
B'^OTTN BATIK B.aLS 


No. 

' arr-: t’oIQB 

C-sn-Ution 


? .mtenollo uuil- of BcIIot.; ., 


24^9 

' 1 .. 

. 1956. 

Poor 

2494 

93.00 


Good 

3^91 

35.00 

Oct. 1, 1956 

Good 

2567 

!*5.00 

. 1956 

Fair 

249f^ 

fio.oo 

Sept, 10, 1956 

Poor 

7302-2 i ] 

Il2£ ?ota, Pe - 6. KehrapVa 

“oo Qkt, 1, vW (Groen) 

Good 

7302-5 

11.00 

Oct. 1, 1963 

Good 

2517-2 , 

*1.00 

» !» f1 

Good 

7302-6 

i^2,00 

» « 1 

Good 

7302-3 

M.on 

T ft *1 

Good 

.7302-4 

93.00 

It n ft 

Good 

^7302-7 

'^‘3,00 

ft 1 It 

Good 


Tho Corn rzc'''’rir>“-'‘ ? n’:. So' 0 T^brjtoko 



^TToo 

Dec. 12, 1160 

Poor 

602^ 

n.oo 

Dec. 12, 1360 

Fair 


7 n"' 0 ** ^lor’cnc'". Florvnice 

2 »<»■*? of^l.OO to ‘’■'t.OT' In-^lnalvo vltl: one s'^t fit 111 



ijj she^'t fom, none ^Ipnod or d: r? second shee t 

conjoins 31.00 to 33.00.. 

Fair 

2497 

*5.00 


Good 


Tlie TTa- 

fo' V: ■^• nl . De So“''Oi Nebr. 



'’1.00 

^ , 1157 

Good 

4617-17 

*1.00 

’fey ■» , 1957 

Good 

2562 

’l.'X) 

’hy 1, 1''57 

Fair 




Good 

2561 

*2,00 

'fey 1, '»''''7 

Gaod 

2657-1 

'^2.00 

’fey 1, 1957 

Fair 

4'17-17 

^.00 

'fey 1, 1957 

Good 


'■•'’.00 


Good 

2565 

'■3.00 

’fev 1, 3*57 

Good 

2565 

*3,00 

3, 1957 

O.ood 

4617-14 

f3!'X) 

’fey 1 , 1-57 

Good 

1729-4 

*3.00 

'fey 1, 3-57 

Pair 

5109 

*3.00 

't'y 1, 1*57 

Pair 


$*'.00 


Good 

2566 

95.0^ 

'fey 3, 

Good 

2559 

♦5.00 

’fey 1, 1*57 

Good 

1729-6 


'fey 1, 1957 

Fair 

2657-2 

35.00 

'fey 1, 1*57 

Fair 











C>:t . 




' '^1 7 

/'^65-5 

5^56 


17^1 

^659 

4640 

2490 

5'V^7-^> 

3313 


!A91 

1^3 

/.•'63 

1 19-1 
2396 

.2493 


2frf)7 


!^otcs 




c .njuicai 




Tn-o^*. / I til. 






4647 

. 2661-1 

2^'61-2 


260^^ 

2517-3 


K. if urn 
1 > 

; ^ 


""i ” *"3^ •• *“'* 





f L o-a 0 cn J )8S^ 
h(tV.lS^)9S) 
y cf' Od OoT. ^y}d^S7 


It 
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Ct^D 
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Cat . |i2. 


2660 


4363-1 


2560 


2570 

2564 

4617-S 

2563 

2563 

6153-4 


NEBR. BILI£? 

r. Uolj-ie5 . N«a'hR City, H. T. 

’"Ill pay Flv^ Dolln ” to GoOTga Brownloe, or 
Boarar, on« ya‘r after data with tv'^nty per cent 
interest per annum, 135^, H<Aderr of these Bills 
oec^rred hy Tni?t Deed of the Mill jift ffottures at 
TIeiaaha City Lt-nllnf*. 

Liffi & 'MS^> Nebrasi:a City, Ha T, 

Mill pay to tho on Desjand, Five Rollers In 

T^sso rl (Currency, ’dwsn five of these checks are 
preo^ted. May lO^.h, 1361 or 1367, #3. 

Tr<;^-\«^ur* r gf T?ebr~sk-^ C*.ty . Nebraska City, Nebr, 
^.00 1372, 0 oi for .*11 debts due th© 

city exce t ocho->l ani sinking fund, 

Tr- : -grer st a! Llncol.: 

“'O cTsn. 4, 1373 

n,00 _, 137 

f^OO _, 137" 

♦2.00 _, 117 

f2,0^ _, 17?" 

ei.oo _, If?" 


Fair 


Poor 


Poor 


Fair 

‘^oor 

Good 

Poor 

Poor 

^oor 
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of currency. 


Nebra5ka-12 


Nebraska-13 


N0braska-14 


Nebra8ka-15 


Nebraska-l6 


Nebraska-17 


Nebraska-18 


Nebraska-19 


the public lost over ^75,000. in unredeemed notes. 


First Issue 


1.00 (L) Signing of Declaration of Independence (C) Female head 

(R) Beaver at work. ONE in large letters, in light brovn overprint, 
lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 6) Rarity 6. 

2.00 (L) Indians attacking buffalo, directly beneath vignette of 
young girl (Upper C and R) Gr^oup of people hailing arrival of train 
at station. TWO in large letters, in light brown overprint, lower 
center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 8) Rarity 6. 

3.00 (L) Horses drinking at trough (C) Portrait of girl (H) 

Portrait of Pres. Fillmore. Large 3 in light brov/n overprint at both 
right and left, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 10) Rarity 7. 

5.00 (L) Portrait of Henry Clay (C) Small vignettes of Washington, 

Jefferson, Madison, Adams and Monroe, in large V-shaped desiga (R) 
Portrait of Daniel Webster, "arge V in light brown overprint, at \yoth 
right and left, lower center. No plate letter. (Wismer Ho. 11) 

Rarity 7. 

10.00 (L) Boys rtopping runaway horse (C) Female portrait (R) 

Portrait of Pres. Fillmore. TEN in large letters, in light bronn over¬ 
print, lov/er Center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 13) Rarity 7* 

EHTIHE ISSUES 

(a) Bjy ”Toppan, Carpenter & Co., Philada. & New York.'* 

(b) Has printed date of 18—; written-in portion of specimens seen 
ranged in date from Nov. 10, 1856 to July 20, 1857. 

(c) Has written-in serial numbers. 

(d) Shows location as "Brownville, Nebraska**, except for ll.OO denom¬ 
ination, which shows ’’Brownville, Territory of Nebraska". 

(e) Probable original sheet arrangement J II (A)} 2 (A)j 3 (A) and 
10 (a); with $5 issued separately without use of plate letter. 


Second Issue 


1.00 (L) Seated farmer eating as wife stands nearby (C) Small 

vignette of female head (R) Indian couple near tent and canoe on 
shore, as man smokes long steramed pipe. An over-all light tan lathe- 
work across upper center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 7) Rarity ?• 

2.00 (L) Indian female seated (C) Farm scene, man on hayrack near 
bam, etc. (R) Seated female with book and pen. Large horieorrtal 
or *lazy* 2 in red-browi overprint, lower center. Letter A. ^Wismer 
No. 9) P-arity 8. 

5.00 No description available; existence not verified. (Wismer No# 
12 and listed by Muscalus). 
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of cvirrency. 


Nebraska-12 


Nebraska-13 


Nebraska-14 


Nebraska-15 


Nebra8ka-l6 


Nebraska-17 


Nebraska-ld 


Nebraska-l? 


the public lost over |75>000. in unredeemed notes. 


First Issue 

1.00 (L) Signing of Declaration of Independence (C) Female head 

(R) Beaver at work. ONE in large letters, in light browi overprint, 
lower center. Letter A. (Vfismer No. 6) Rarity 6. 

2.00 (L) Indians attacking buffalo, directly beneath vignette of 
young girl (Upper C and R) Group of people hailing arrival of train 
at station. TW in large letters, in light brown overprint, lower 
center. Letter A. (Vdsmer No. 8) Rarity 6. 

3.00 (L) Horses drinking at trough (C) Portrait of girl (R) 

Portrait of Pres. Fillmore. Large 3 in li^ brown overprint at both 
right and left, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 10) Rarity 7. 

5.00 (L) Portrait of Henry Clay (C) S m a l l vignettes of Washington, 

Jefferson, Madison, Adams and Monroe, in large V-shaped design (R) 
Portrait of Daniel Webster. Large V in li^t brown overprint, at both 
right and left, lower center. No plate letter. (Wiamer No. U) 

Rarity 7. 

10.00 (L) Boys stopping runaway horse (C) Female portrait (R) 

Portrait of Pres. Fillmore. TEN in large letters, in li^ brovn over¬ 
print, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 13) Raidty 7. 

ENTIRE ISSUE: 

(a) By "Toppan, Carpenter & Co., Philada. St New York." 

(b) Has printed date of 18—; written-in portion of specimens seen 
ranged in date from Nov. 10, 1856 to July 20, 1857. 

(c) Has written-in serial numbers. 

(d) Shows location as "ftrownville, Nebraska”, except for $1.00 denom¬ 
ination, idiich shows ”Brownville, Territory of Nebraska”. 

(e) Probable original sheet arrangement: $1 (A); 2 (A)} 3 (A) and 
10 (a); with $5 issued separately without use of plate letter. 


Second Issue 

1.00 (L) Seated farmer eating as wife stands nearby (C) Small 

vignette of feiaale head (R) Indian cot^le near tent and canoe on 
shore, as man smokes long stemmed pipe. An over-all light tan lathe- 
work across upper canter. Letter A. (Wismer No. 7) Rarity 7* 

2.00 (L) Indian female seated (C) Farm scene, man on hayrack near 
bam, etc. (R) Seated female with book and pen. Large horizontal 
or ’laay’ 2 in red-brown overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer 
No. 9) Rarity 8. 

5.00 No description available; existence not verified. (Wismer No. 
12 and listed by Muscalus). 
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Nebra8ka-20 10,00 No description available; existence not verified. (Vdaraer 
No. 14 and listed by Muscalus). 

iiNTIKi. ISSUE: 

(a) ”Well 3 tood, Hay & Whiting, New York & Chicago”, 

(b) Has printed date of 185-; written-in portion of epeciraene 
seen ranged in date from July 3, 1856 to Oct, 1, 1859. 

(c) Has written-in serial numbers, 

(d) Original sheet arrangement believed to be either* ^ (A) and 
2 (a) or 1 (a) (B) (C) and 2 (A), if I5 and 10 prove non-existent 
as believed, 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

DAKOTA CITY 
THE BANK OF DAKOTA 

Little is known of the operation of this bank, and it is believed its exist¬ 
ence was of only a few months duration. 

At the third territirial session of the legislature in 1857> two banks were 
granted charters, both over the Governor’s veto. 

The six other firms which had applied for charters at this session, received 
initial approval, but were later vetoed. But a series of unusiial legislative acts 
th«!i took place. First, a special session was called, in which the entire Criminal 
Code forbidding issuance of currency was repealed. This, of course, made the en¬ 
tire business of banking legal, and six banks including The Bank of Dakota, in¬ 
corporated immediately, awrtly afterward, however, an amendment was passed ex¬ 
cluding banking from this provision, which nullified chances of any other banka to 
so incorporate. It was evident that the entire procedure was solely for the benefit 
of the six other firms desiring incorporation. 

Despite this favorable legislati<m, it apparently became self evident to the 
bank’s owners that the area was too small to support a bank. Both the small amount 
of currency outstanding, as well as it ’a unsipied status, support the veiy short 
existence of the bank. 

Kountze Brothers, the reputed owners, arc said to have redeemed the small 
amount of currency issued, then removed their bank to Omaha in the fall of 1857. 

Here they did a deposit and exchange type of banking until July, 1865, when they 
merged this office with The First National Bank of Omaha, 


which they founded in 136' 
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Nebra3ka-20 10,00 No description, available; existence not verified, (Wismer 


No. 14 and listed by Muscalus). 

ENTIRE ISSUE: 

(a) By "Wellstood, Hay & Whiting, New Yoi4c & Chicago", 

(b) Has printed date of 135-} written-in portion of specimens 
seen ranged in date from Jxily 3> 1356 to Oct, 1, 1359. 

(c) Has writtan-in serial numbers, 

(d) Original sheet arrangeuient believed to be either: $1 (A) and 
2 (A) or 1 (a) (B) (C) and 2 (A), if $5 and 10 prove non-existent 
as believed. 



oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


DAKOTA CITY 


THE BANK OF DAKOTA 


Little is known of the operation of this bank, and it is believed its exist¬ 
ence was of only a few months dviration. 

At the third territdrial session of the legislature in 1357, two banks were 
granted charters, both ever the Governor’s veto. 

The six other firms vdiich had applied for charters at this session, received 
initial approval, but were later vetoed. But a series of unusual legislative acts 
th«tt took place. First, a special session was called, in >diich the aibij^e Criminal 
Code forbidding issuance of curr«acy was repealed. This, of cotirse, made the en¬ 
tire business of banking legal, and six banks including The Bank of Dakota, inr> 

CO rporated immediately. Shortly afterward, however, an araendment was passed ex¬ 
cluding banking from this provision, vrtii^ nullified chances of any other banks to 
so incorporate. It was evident that the entire procedure was solely for the benefit 
of the six other firms desiring incorporation. 

Despite this favorable legislation, it apparently became self evident to the 
bank’s owners that the area was too small to 3vq)po3?t a baidc. Both the small amoxmt 
of currency outstanding, as well as it’s unsigned status, support the very short 
existence of the bank, 

Koiaitze Brothers, the reputed owners, are said to have redeemed the small 
amount of currency issued, then rmaoved their bank to daaha in the fall of 1857. 
Here they did a deposit and exchange type of banking until July, 1365, when they 


merged thi. offio. with Th. Flrrt National Bank of Omaha, «hieh thay founded in 1364, 


- 7 - 


Nebraska-21 1.00 (L) Indian family on cliff, overlooking city (C) Large 

1 on ornate red-brown die (R) Female portrait at top; locemotive 
at bottom. Over-all overprint in lower center, made up of words, 
**0ne Dollar” in minute form. Letter A. (VH.smer No. 15) Rarity S. 


Nebraska-22 

Nebra8ka-23 


Nebraska-24 


1.00 Same, but with Letter B. Rarity 8. 

2.00 (L) Hunter loading gun with ramrod (C) Indians watching^ 

early train crossing prairie (R) Portrait of Stephen Dou^as. 
Letter A, (liasmer No. l6) Rarity 9. 

5.00 (L) Farm maiden with pail (C) Hunter shooting at leaping 

deer (R) Indian mother and child. FIVE in large letters, in 
light brown overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 17) 
Rarity 9. 

ENTIRE ISSUE: 


(a) Ey "Danforth, Wright & Co., Hew York & Philada.” 

(b) Has printed date of 18— ; no specimens seen had written-in 
portion completed. 

(c) Has serial numbers printed in blue. 

(d) Original sheet arrangements |1 (A) (B); 2 (A) and 5 (A). 


oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


DESOTO 

THE BANK OF D£ SOTO 


This was one of the only two banks incorporated at the third territorial 
legislative session on February 13, 1857, both over the veto of Gov. Mark Izard. 

Signatures on its currency indicate that W. Y. Forman was President in 1859 
and M. N. Forman was Cashier. Other notes indicate that W. Williams was vice 
president at the time of the 1862 issue. 

Not much is known of the actual operations of this bank, and it is to be 
assumed that it was anbhher firm operating with little specie backing, parbicul- 
arily from 1861 to its close in 1863. 

This was the first of De Soto's three banks. Its issues of currency were 
dated 1859, 1B62 and 1863. 

Very evidently the fortunes of this and other De Soto banks followed closely 
the economic fortunes of the town itself. Its very early importance was based 
on it being a scheduled stop for all riverboats plying the Missouri River. It 
was a very early rival of Omaha itself, acquired a hat factory and in a few years 
had over 700 inhabitants, with excellent prospects for many more. 


Nebra3ka-21 1.00 (L) Indian fandly on cliff, overlooking^ city (C) Large 

1 on ornate red-brovjn die (R) Female portrait at top} locomotive 
at bottom. Ovar-all overprint in lower center, made up of worde, 
"One Dollar" in minute form. Letter A. (Wismer No. 15) Rarity 8. 


Nebraska-22 1.00 Same, but vith Letter B. Rarity 8. 

Nebra9ka-23 2.00 (L) Hunter loading gun with ramrodd (C) Indians watching 

early train crossing prairie (R) Portrait of Stephen Doui^as. 
Letter A. {'HlSiueT So. l6) Rarity '), 

Nebraska 2U 5.00 (LJ Fanfl maiden with pail (C) Huntor shooting it leaping 

deer (R) Indian mother and child. FIVE in large letters, in 
light brown overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 17) 
Rarity 9. 

EiTIRE I33USI 


(a) By 'Danforth, Wright i Co., Now lork 4 P’Tllada." 

(b) Has orinted date of 18— ? no specimens seen had vrritten-in 
portion completed, 

(c) Hag soriaJ. n’.mbors printed in blue, 

(d) Original sheet arrangement* $1 (A) (B); 2 (A) and 5 (A). 
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DESOTO 

fHE BANK OF DE SOTO 


This was one of,the only two banks incorporated at the third territorial 
legislative session on February 13, 1857, both over the veto of Gov. Mark laard. 
Signatures on its currency indicate that W, V. Forman was President in 1859 
and M. N, Forman was Cashier, Other notes indicate that W. Williams was vice 
president at the time of the 1862 issue. 

Not much is known of the actual operations of this bank, and it is to be 
assumed that it was anbbher firm operating with little specie backing, particul- 
arily from 1861 to its close in 1863. ^ r 

This was the first of De Soto's three banKs* Its issues of currwacy were 

Very evidently the fortimea of this and other De Soto banks followed closely 
fch9 econond-c fortunes of the itself. Its very early importance was based 

on it being a scheduled stop for all riverboats plying the Missouri River, It 

.'to I VA/,>:vV(’ S'. 

was a very early rival of Omaha itself, acquired a hat factory and in a few years 


had over 700 inhabitants, with excellent prospects for many more, 
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But the Colorado Gold Rush of 1^59, the dvdndltrg of river boat traffic 
in favor of the railroads, and the Civil War all combined to take inhabitants 
away from De Soto, and finally reduced it to its present day ghost town status. 

Despite its respectable beginning, by 1863 the worsening condition of the 
town^s economic status the bank littj.e opportunity to prosper exce]>t b^’’ 



still be found in unused condition, as the bank evidently esjpired before much 
of it could be circulatfsd. 

The reporter of a St. Louis newspaper checking Nebraska bank ownerships 
traced this bank’s owners to "Wisconsin”, but his report gave no town name in 
that State. 

Because the bank clo8e<l befo^'e its large issue of 1863 could be circulated, 
and also because the earlier 1859 and 1862 i^esees were small, not as much loss 
was sustained by holders of De Soto Bank notes as most of the others. 


1859 Issue: Without Overprint • 



Nebraska-25 1.00 (L) Indians outside of tent, overlooking cliff (C) Farm 


girl with rake, holding child, as farmer and blacksmith stand 
nearoy (A) Portrait of Daniel Webster. ONii* in large letters, 
in red-brown overprirt, lover center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 18) 
Earity 4« 


Kebra8ka-26 1.00 Same, Ixit with Letter B. iiarity 4* 

Nebraska-27 3.00 (L) Vignf/tite entitled "Morning", o^female volant in front 


of waterfall scene (C) Boy leading ox-drawn hay cart; also tiny 
vljpifltte of Indian, left center (R) Seated gi^l shields eyes 
with hand. THHE£ in large letters, in red-brown overprint, lower 
center. Letter A. (Wlsmer No. 26) Rarity 5. 


Kcbraska-28 5.00 (L) ftsilroad train in oval (C) Steamboat "De Soto" (R) 


Seated female with sickle in hand. PIVR in large letters, in 
red-brown overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 29) 
Rarity 6. 

(a) By ^Baldwin, Bald & Coj.aland, New York" and "Bald, Cousland 
A: Co., Philada." 

(b) Has priiited date of 185- , bultijnce vnltten in; STJeclmens i?een 
ranged in date from Apr. 15, 1859 to May 1, 1$59. 

(o) Has in serial nurabera, 

(d) Original sheet arrangement: 41 (a) (S)| 3 (A) and 5 (A). 
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But the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859, the dwindling of river boat traffic 
in favor of the railroads, and the Civil War all combined to take inhabitants 
away from De Soto, and finally reduced it to its present day ^ost tovm status. 

Despite its respectable beginning, by 1863 the vrorsening condition of the 
to>in*s economic status gave the bank little opportunity to prosper except ty 
the issuance of currency without specie backing. Their issue dated 1863 may 
still be foiind in unused condition, as the bank evidently expired before much 
of it covild be circ\alated. 

The reporter of a 3t. Louis newspaper checking Nebraska bank ownerships 
traced this bank's owners to "Wisconsin", but his report gave no town name in 

Because the bank closed before its large issue of 1863 could be circulated, 
and also because the earlier 185^ and 1862 issues were small, not as much loss 
was sustained by holders of De Soto Bank notes as most of the others. 


1859 Issue: Without Overprint, 


Nebraska-25 1,00 (L) Indians outside of tent, overlooking cliff (C) Farm 

girl with rake, holding child, as farmer and blacksmith stand 
nearhy (R) Portrait of Daniel Webster. ONE in large letters, 
in red-brown overprint, lower center. Letter A. (VH.smer No. 18) 
Rarity 4. 


Nebraska-26 1,00 Same, but with Letter B* Rarity 4* 

Kebraska-27 3,00 (L) Vignette entitled "Moming", or female volant in front 

of waterfall scene (C) Bby leading ox-drawn hay cart; also tiny 
vignette of Indian, left center (R) Seated girl shields eyes 
with hand, THREE in large letters, in red-brown overprint, lower 
center. Letter A, (>fiLsmer No, 26) Rarity 5, 

Nebraska-28 5,00 (L) Railroad train in oval (C) Steamboat "De Soto" (R) 

Seated female with sickle in hand, FIVE in large letters, in 
red-brown pverprint, lower centbr. Letter A, (^seer 29) 
Rarity i, ^ 

ENTIRE ISSUE: 


(a) ^ 5 ^ "Baldwin, Bald & Cousland, New Tork" and "Bald, Cousland 
& Co,, Philada," 

(b) Has priribed date of 185- , balance written inj specimens seen 
ranged in date from Apr, 15, 1S59 to May 1, 1$59, 

(c) Has written in serial numbers, 

(d) Original sheet arrangement: |1 (A) (B); 3 (A) and 5 (A), 
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1859 Issue: "Redeemable at 90 Wall St., N, Y. " Overprint* 


Nebraska-29 

1.00 

Same as 

Nebraska-25. 

Letter A. 

(Wismer No. 19) 

Rarity 5. 

Nebraska-30 

1.00 

Same, but with Letter 

B. Rarity 

5. 


Ncbraska-31 

3.00 

Same as 

Nebraska-27. 

Letter A. 

(Wismer No. 26) 

Rarity ^ 

Nebraska-32 

5.00 

Same as 

Nebraska-28. 

Letter A. 

(Wismer No. 29) 

Rarity#. / 


ENTIRE ISSUE: 


Same as previous 1859 Issue, except that each note has a red-brovm 
vertical imprint at far left vrtiich reads, "REDEEMABLE AT 90 WALL 
Sr. N. Y." 


s i ^ 1S59 Issue: "Bought at 90 Wall Street at 1 Per Cent Discount!* Overprint. 

W 1^_ - „ 

Nebraska-33 1.00 Same as Nebraska-25. Letter A. (Wismer No. 20) Rarity ^ 
Nebraska-34 1.00 Same, but with Letter B. Rarity#.^ 


Nebraska-35 

Nebraska-36 


3.00 Same as Nebraska-27. Letter A, Rarity f. %) 
5.00 Same as Nebraska-28. Letter A. Rarity#. 
miRE ISSUE: 


Same as previous two 1859 Issues, except that each note has a blue 
vertical imprint at far left iidiich reads, "BOUGHT AT 90 WALL STREET, 
AT 1 PER CS^T DISCOUNT." 



Issue 


Nebraska-37 1.00 Same vignettes as Nebraska-25, but ONE in large letters, is 
in Green overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 21) 
Rarity 3. 

Nebraska-3B 1.00 Same, but with Letter B. Rarity 3* 

Nebraska-39 2.00 (L) Railroad train in small oval vignette (C) Steamboat 

"DeSoto" (R) Seated female holds sickle in hand. TWO in large 
letters, in GREEN overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer 
No. 23 and 24)* Rarity 4. 


Nebraska-40 3.00 Same vignettes as Nebraska-27, but THREE in large letters, 
is in green overprint, lower center. Letter A, (Wismer No. 28) 
Rarity 4. 

ENTIRE ISSUE: 

(a) Ejy "Baldwin, Bald & Cousland, New York" and "Bald, Cousland 
«StCo., Philada."; also shows "ABCo." 
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Nebra3ka-29 
Nebraska-30 
Nebra8ka-31 
Nebraska-32 


1859 Issue: "Redeemable at 90 Wall St,, N, Y, Overprint, 


1.00 

Same 

as 

Nebraska-25. 

Letter A. 

(Wismer 

No. 19) 

Rarity 5. 

1.00 

Same, 

but with Letter 

B, Rarity 5. 



3.00 

Same 

as 

Nebraska-27. 

Letter A. 

(Wismer 

No. 26) 

Rarity 5. 

5.00 

Same 

as 

Nebra8ka-28. 

Letter A. 

(Wismer 

No. 29) 

Rarity 6, 


ENTIRE ISSUE: 


Same as previous 1859 Issue, except that each note has a red-brown 
vertical imprint at far left which reads, "REDEEMABLE AT 90 WALL 
ST. N. Y.» 


1859 

Nebraska-33 

Nebraska-34 

Nebraska-35 

Nebra8ka-36 


n 

Issue: "Bought at 90 Wall Street at 1 Per Cent Discount, Overprint 


1.00 

Same as Nebraska-25. 

Letter A, 

(Wismer No. 20) Rarity 6, 

1.00 

Same,alwNeiBitihkLetter B. Rarity 6. 

3.00 

Same as Nebraska-27. 

Letter A. 

Rarity 7. 

5.00 

Same as Nebraska-28. 

Letter A. 

Rarity 8, 


ENfIRE ISSUE: 


Same as previous two 1859 Issues, except that each note has a blue 
vertical imprint at far left which reads, "BOUGHT AT 90 WALL STREET 
AT 1 PER GENT DISCOUNT." 


1862 Issue 


Nebraska-37 1.00 Same vignettes as Kebraska-25, but ONE in large letters, is 
in Green overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 21) 
Rarity 3. 

Nebraska-38 1,00 Same, but with Letter B, Rarity 3. 


Nebraska-39 2,00 (L) Railroad train in small oval vignette (C) Steamboat 

"DeSoto" (R) Seated female holds sickle in hand. TWO in large 
letters, in GREEN overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer 
No. 23 and 24)* Rarity 4. 


Nebraska-40 3»00 Same vignettes as Nebraska-27, but THREE in large lettei^s, 
is in GREEN overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 28) 
Rarity 4* 

arriRE issue: 


(a) Bty "Baldwin, Bald & Cousland, New York" and "Bald, Cousland 
&Co,, Philada,also shows "AB Co." 


- 10 - 


(b) Has printed date of June 2, 1862. 

(c) Has written in serial numbers. 

(d) Has "Redeemable at No. 68 Wall Street, New York” engraved 

along top margin on $ 1.00 and $ 2 . 00 , and on this word¬ 

ing is in oval at left center in place of vignette of Indian, 
as on all 3 varieties of the 1859 Issue. 

(e) Original sheet arrangement: $1 (A) ( 8)5 $2 (A) and $3 (A). 

* Wismer showed two $2 varieties of 1862 date, with and without '’Redeemable 
at No. 68 Wall Street, New York" imprint, but research has indicated that 
ALL $2 notes of 1862 date have this imprint and that there is only this one 
variety. 


(J3f f 


1863 Issue 


Nebraska-41 


Nebra8ka-42 

Nebraska~43 

Nebraska-44 


1.00 Same vignettes as Nebraska-25, but ONE in large letters, is 
in GREM overprint, lower center. Letter A. (Wismer No. 22) 
Rarity $s, ±/ 

1.00 Same, but with Letter B. Rarity $. X) 

2.00 Same vignettes as Nebraska-39. Letter A. (Wismer No. 25) 
Rarity 2. 

3.00 Same vignettes and GREEN overprint as Nebraaka-40. Letter A. 
(Wismer No. 27) Rarity 2. 


EWTIKE ISSUE: 

(a) Ry "American Bank Note Co., New York." 

(b) Has printed date of Oct. 1st, 1863. 

(c) Has written in serial numbers. 

(d) Original sheet arrangement; $1 (A) (B)j 2 (A) and 3 (A). 


THE CORN EACHANGE BANK 

This was one of the six banks for whom the early Criminal Code was repealed 
in 1857, in order to allow its incorporation, 

Italike several others, this bank did not issue currency in excessive amounts. 
There was little of the 'wildcat* nature about it axd its demise came more as a 
victim of De Soto's decline than its own financial indiscretions. 

In fact, for several years it apparently thrived without the issuance of 
any currency. Not until I860 did it issue currency ef three different varieties, 
none of which are common even now. The small number made with the green "ILLINOIS" 
overprint are very rare. These evidently were for use or redemption in Illinois 
where H, K, Smith, President and J. Tucker, Cashier, were said to have been resi¬ 
dents of Chicago, before coming to Nebraska, The bank's closing is believed to 




(b) Has printed date of Jme 2, 1&62, 

(c) Has written in serial nicabers. 

(d) Has "Redeaaable at N®. 6S Wall Street, New fork" aigrayed 
along tep margin on s!l,00 and |2*00, and on $3»QO this word¬ 
ing is in oval at left center in place of vigiett# of Indian, 
as on all 3 varieties of the 1859 Isane, 

(e) Original sheet arrangement* 13. (A) (B)j $2 (A) and $3 (A). 

* Wisaaer showed two |2 varieties of 1862 date, with and without ♦‘ledeemable 
at No. 68 Wall Street, New Iork»' imprint, but research has indicated that 
ALL |2 notes of 1862 date have this insprint and that there is only this one 
vari(*y. 


11^3 Issue 


I>Jebraska-41 


Nebraska-42 

Hebraska-43 

Nebra8ka-44 


1.00 Same vigaettes as Hebr&ska-25, but C®IE in large letters, is 
in GREEK overprint, lower center. Latter A. (Wlaaer No. 22) 
Rarity 2. 

1.00 Same, but vdth Letter B. Rarity 2. 

2.00 Same vignettes as Hebraska-39. Letter A, (Vismer No. 25) 
Rarity 2. 

3.00 Same vignettes and QRESJ overprint as Hebraaka-40. Letter A. 
(Wi«tter No. 27) Rarity 2. 


l£K‘riKi!. ISSUE: 

(a) By "ABierican Bank Note Co., New York.** 

(b) Has printed date of Oct. let, 1863. 

(e) Has written in serial numbez*8. 

(d) Original sheet arrangement* Si (A) (B)j 2 (A) and 3 (A). 


THE CORN E&CHANQB BANK 

This was on® of tho six banks for xxhoa the early Criudn&l Code was repealod 
in 1857, in ordor to »llow its incorporation. 

Unlike several others, this bank did net issue ourrensy in excessive amounts. 
There was little of tho 'wildeat' nature about it and its desiso came imr® as a 
victim of Do Soto's decline than its ovn financial indiscretions. 

In fast, for several years it ^arently thrived without the issuance of 
any currency. Not until i860 did it issue currency of three different varieties, 
none of which are cormnon even now. The small number made with the green "ILLINOIS" 
overprint aro very rare. These evidently v/ere fer use or redemption in lUinoia 
tsihere H. K. Saith, President and J. Tucker, Cashier, wore said t© have been resi¬ 
dents of Chicago, before coiaing to Nebraska. The basis'a closing is believed t© 
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hare tfiken place early in lS6l, pessibly coinciding >d.th outbreak of the Civil War. 


Green Overprint Issue 


Nebraska-45 1.00 (L) Farm wife and child opening gate for cattle (C) Portrait 

of Miss Inez Coleman, daughter of Dr. James B. Coleman of Trenton, 

N. J. (R) Two beehives. Overprint, lower center, made up of 
words *0ne Dollar* and figure 1 repeated in minute form many times, 
with large figure 1 directly above this overprint, all in green. 
Letter A, (Wismer Ro, 30) Rarity ko 


Nebraska-46 1,00 Same, but with Letter B, Rarity 4» 

Nebraska-47 2.00 (L) Seated boy holds sickle in upraised arm (C) Farm scene, 

boy on horse in front of bam, where two men stand, lady, child, farm 
animals in background (R) Female portrait. Overprint, lower center, 
made up of words ’Two Dollars’ and figure 2 repeated in minute form 
many times, all in green. Letter A. (WLsmer No, 32) Rarity 5* 


Nebraska-48 3,00 (L) Basket filled with ears of com (C) Man and boy herding 

cattle and sheep, as couple look on (R) Female holding flowers. 
Overprint, lower center, made up of words ’Three Dollars* and figure 3 
repeated in minute form many times, all in green. Letter A, (Wismer 
No. 34) Rarity 5. 


Nebraska-49 5«00 All vignettes are identical to preceding 3*00 (Mebraska-48), 

Has large figure 5 iu upper R comer, numeral V in upper L comer. 
Overprint, lower center, made up of word ’Five’, figure 5 and numeral 
V repeated in minute form many times, all in green. Letter A, (Wis¬ 
mer No. 36) Rarity 7. 


Qarem Overprint with ILLINOIS Issue 


Nebraska-50 


Nebraska-51 
Nehraska-52 


1,00 Same as preceding 1,00 notes (Nebraska 45 
ILLINOIS ia^rinted vertically in. ^een, to ri^ 
Coleman. Letter A, Rarity %, 

1,00 Same, but with Letter B, Rarity f. 


.-n) 


and 46), but with 
of portrait of Miss 


2,00 Same as preceding 2,00 note (Nebraska-47), but with ILLINOIS 
imprinted vertically in-^^jreen, to right of vignette in center of note. 
Letter A. Rarity 1^. 


Nebraska-53 


3,00 Same as preceding 3*00 note (Nebraska 48), but with, ILLINOIS 
imprinted vertically in green. Letter A, Rarity J©. ) 


I 


I I 
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hare takssi pla«e «ar3^ in pessJ^d^coinciding with oTibbr«ak; »f th® Civil War, 



Green Overprint Issue 

K©brs8ka-45 

1.00 (L) Fawn %dfe and child epenin^ i^te fer cattle (C) Pertrait 

#f Miss Inez Coleman, dau^fhber ©f Dr, James B. Coleman of Trenton, 

S, J. (R) Tw» beehives. Overprint, lower center, made up of 

vjords 'One Dollar' and fi^mre 1 repeated in isinuto form roany times, 
vdth large figure 1 directly above this overprint, all in green. 

Letter A. (Vii«aer He, 30) Rarity 4. 

Kebraska-46 

1.00 Same, but vdth Letter B. Rarity 4. 

H«braska“47 

2.00 (L) Seated bey holds sickle in upraised ana (C) Farm scene, 

boy on horse in front of bam, where two men stand, lady, child, farm 
animals in backgroxmd (R) Female portrait. Overprint, lower Ccviter 
made up of words 'Two Dollars' and figure 2 repeated in minute form 
rsany times, ell in green. Letter A. (Wismer No. 32) Rarity 5» 

Nebraska-48 

3.00 (L) Basket filled vdth ears of cem (C) Man and boy herding 

cattle and sheep, as couple l@ok on (R) Famale holding flowers. 
Overprint, lower center, made up of words 'Three Dollars' and figure ^ 
repeated in minute fora Triany tiiaes, all in green. Letter A, (Wismer 
No. 34) Rarity 5. 

Nebra3ka-49 

5.00 All vignettes are identical to preceding ?,00 (Kebra8ka-4?^). 

Has large figure 5 in upper R comer, numeral V in upper L comer. 
Overprint, lower center, made up of v»or<^'Five', figure 5 sad numeral 
Y repeated in minute fom many times, all in green. Letter A. (Wis- 
mer No. 36) Rarity 7. 

EftiXIRb iSiUii.: - 

(a) Bgr "Hatienal Bank Note Ceiapany". 

(b) Has printed data ef Deo. 12, 1^0 

Gre^ Oveiprint with ILLINOIS Issue 

NetHra8ka-50 

1.00 Same as preceding 1.00 notes (Nebraska 45 '^d 46), but vdth 
ILLINOIS L^iprlnted vertically in groan, to rieJA of portrait of Miss 
Coleman. Letter A. Rarity 9. 

Nebra8ka-51 

1,00 Same, bA vdth Letter B, Rarity 9. 

Nebraska-52 

2.00 Same as preceding 2.00 note (Nebra8ka-47), but with ILLINOIS 
iaorinted vertically in green, te of vignette in center ef note, 

Letter A. Rarity 10. 

Nebraska-53 

3,00 Same as preceding 3,00 nete (Nebraska 48), but with ILLINOIS 
imprinted vertically in green. Latter A. Rarity 10. 
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I 


1 


Orange Overprint Issue 


Nebraska-54 1.00 Same as Nebraska-45, but with overprint and large figure 1 
in orange. Letter A. (Wismer No, 31) Rarity 6, 

Nebraska-55 1*00 Same, but vdth Letter B. Rarity 6, 

Nebraska-56 2,00 Same as Mebraska-47, but with overprint in orange. Also has 
word) ’Nebraska’ in upper R margin, not in lower center, as on 
Nebraska-47 and 52, Letter A, (Wismer No, 33) Rarity 7, 


Nebraska-57 


Nebraska^-5S 




3,00 Same as Nebraska-4S, but with overprint in orange, 
(vasmer No, 35) Rarity 9. j 

5,00 Same as Nebraska-49, >rf.th overprint in orange, 
(WLsmer So, 37) Rarity Idi. 

3 

; ISSUE; 




Letter A 

Letter A 


(a) "National Bank Note Company." 

(b) Has printed date of Dec, 12, 1660, in all varieties. 

(c) Has written in serial numbers, ^ 

(d) Probable original sheet arrangement^ $1 (A) (B)j 2 (A) and 
3 (A), with separate and very limited issue of 5 (A), 


IREASURER OF DE SOTO CITY 


Nebraska-59 2.00 An all printed ndtej no vignettes, ^ecimen seen read, 
"Vejl pay to C. C, Nehlin, or bearer. Two Dollars. Has printed 
date of 165-, balance written inj specimen seen dated November 3, 
1662, with printed figure 5 crossed out. Has black printing on 
thin, gray paper. Has no lithographer’s imprint. Signed by 
C. C. Davis, Mayor and H. Castetter, Recorder, No plate letter. 
HarityW. 


c.c 




-I-V 


THE WAUBEEK BANK* 


This was one of the six banks created by the territorial legislature in 
early 1657, by repeal of the Criminal Code prohibiting c\irrency. 

It was also the first bank in De Soto to issue circulating notes, which 
bear date of May 1, 1657, ^ by July, 1657, the De Soto newspaper. The Pilot, 

felt it necessary to warn the citizenry against this bank. It declared that 
this bank’s notes were being purposely circulated at a distance, and that when 
the crash came, both the town and the bank itself would suffer. The bank had 
an advertisement in the July 6, 1657 issue of the Ooaha Kebraskian eatolling 
itself. The Omaha Times of ^ril 5, 1856, quoting from a previous article in 
the Council BOLuffs Bugle, stated that the Waubeek notes were then at par. 

But with little or no specie reserve, it had little chance t© succeed 
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Orange OY®ri).’int Issue 


Nebra8ka-54 1.00 Same as Nebraska>45> but >dth overprint and large figure 1 
inooBanga, Latter A, (Wismer Ka, 31) Rarity 6. 

Nebraska-55 1.00 Sara®, but vdth Latter B. Rarity 6, 

*Iebraska-56 2.00 Seuae as Nebraska-47, but with •verprint in orange. Also has 
word ’Nebraska’ in upper R ntargin, not in lower center, as on 
Nebraska-47 and 52. L<itter A. (Wiamer No. 33) Rarity 7. 


N©braska-57 3*00 Same as N0br£8ka-4S, bub with overprint in orange. Latter ^ 

(Wlsmsr No. 35) Rarity 8. 

Nebraska-58 5.00 Saase as Nebraska-49, but with overprint in orange. Loiter A 

(vasmor No. 37) Rarity 10. 


ENTIRE ISSUE: 

(a) % “National Bank Note Compasay." 

(b) Has printed date of Deo. 12, I860, in all varieties. 

(c) Has written in serial numbers. 

(d) Probable original sheet arrang«aent» $1 (A) (B)| 2 (A) and 
3 (A), with separate and very lijnitod issue of 5 (A), 


iREASURLli OF DE SOTO GITI 

Nebraska-59 2,')0 .fljn all printed note} ne vi^ettos, 3D®cimen se«» read, 

“Vdll pay to C, C. Nehlin, or bearer. Two Dollars. Has printed 
date of 185-, balmoe written in; specimen seen dated November 3, 
1862, with printed figure 5 crossed ®\ib. Has black printing on 
thin, gray paper. Has no lithographer’s iiiiDrinb. Sigied by 
C. C. Davis, Mayor and H. Castetter, Recorder. No plate latter. 
Rarity 10. 


the WAUaSHC BANK.* 

This was one of tho six banks created by the territerial legislature in 
early 1857, by r^eal of the Crdminal Cede prohibiting currency* 

It was also the first bank in De Soto to issue circulating notes, which 
bear date of May 1, 1857. a«t hy July, 1857, the De Soto newspaper, Tho Pilot, 
felt it necossaiy to warn tho citizenry against this bank. It declared that 
this bank’s notes wore being purposely circulated at a distance, and that whan 
tho evash came, both the town and the bank itself would suffer. The bank had 
an advortisomeot in the July 8, 1857 issue of the Omaha Nebraskian extolling 
itself. The &:3aha Times of April 5, 1^5®, quoting from a previous article in 
the Council SLuffs ^igle, stated that the Waubeek notes vrere then at par. 

?>ifc with little or ne specie r^crve, it had little chance to succeed 
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amd it became the first of the De sSoto banks to expire* This occurred in late 
1859 or early in 1360, After its expireition, some of the beak’s circulation yet 
unissued somehow ^t into the ’^Toag hands. This resulted in nwcerous ^tempts 
to cilter the name of the tovn md State to those of eastern locations, where 
these sp&sdous notes circuldbed for a short 


Nebra3ka-60 1.00 (L) Feiiiale iiolding boitquet (C) Seat*^ famer in foreground, 

others wcrking field in background (R) Indian on Icd^e overlook¬ 
ing city. Letter A. CiSii®aer Ho. 3^) Rarity 3* 

Hebra^a-61 2.00 (L) Two girls carirying grain (C) Sailor and ship at L of 

Ic.rge shield, ynan >ltii /jick at R thereof (R) Indian maiden looking 
st white girl v.dth flag ;ind shield. Letter A. (laamer Mo, 39) 
Rarity 3. 


Nebrask2^62 3.00 (L) Porbridt of Daniel Webster (C) Two fesales seated on 

opposite sides of shield, which has inscription, ^Prosperity 4 
Liberty" (E) Fet&ale holding divider. Letter A. (Wismer Ho. l^) 
Rarity 3. 

Hebraska-63 5.00 (L) Portrait of Kanry Clay (C) Large steamboat, smaller 
ones in background (R) Port-reit of George Washington, Letter A, 
(WisEaer No. 41) Rarity 3, 


(a) Dj'- "FAwdon, Wri^t, Hatch & Sdson, New York" end "New Fn^and 
iBank Not® Co,, Boston," 

(b) Has printed date of 1857> balance written ini all specimens seen 
had May 1, 1857 date. 

(c) Has written in serial numbers. 

(d) Has large block type letters indicating denomination, in red- 
brown overprint, penetrating, in lower center, 0 N E on the 1.00, 

T te 0 on the 2.00, etc. 

(e) Original sheet arrangement! ?=1 (A); 2 (A); 3 (A) iuid 5 (A), 


* After this bank failed, its unused notes were altered into other 


bank names and locations, inclading! Belvidere a-mk of Belvidere, N. J.; Railroad 
3ank of Decatur, Ill.; Peoples Bank of New York City, K. Y,; y-=‘nBont Bank of 
Montpelier, Tt.; Traders Bank of Providence, R. I.j Traders Bank of Newport, R. I. 
Traders liank of a»ston. Mass.; Granite Bank of Boston, Mass, and the State Bank of 
Boston, Hass, 


i 


t 
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WESTERN LAND & EXCHANGE CO. "D^ ? 

Althou^ this bank existed in name onlj, an issue of currency was made up in 
anticipation of its going into operation. The existence of this little known issue 
indicates hovr^olsose was to becosdng operatiTO, Nothing is knoum of the 

circumstances surrounding its attea^jt to oWain a charter. Because of the great 

' T 

sinilarity b^ween this bank's name and that of the Western Exchange & Land Co. 
and the Western Exchange Fire & Marine Co., the possiMUty exists that someone 
connected with those firms was behind this proposed De Soto bank. The latter firm 
closed a few months prior to the date shoun on notes of this bank. 


Nebraska-64 1.00 (L) Portrait of Pres, James Buchanan (C) Woodcutter lean¬ 

ing on log (R) Vigiette of he^ of girl. Only description arail- 
able. Letter A. Rarity K. 

Nebraska-65 2.00 (L) Portrait of Andrew Jackson (C) Gomhusking scene in 

bam (R) Vignette of ea^e. Only description ayailable. Letter A. 
Rarity 1%. 

HiTIRE ISSUE: 

(a) W "American Bhnk Note Co." and "Jocelyn, Draper, Welsh & Co." 

(b) Has printed date of December 1, 1S57« 

(c) Type of serial numbers; not known. 

(d) Original sheet arrangement: not known. 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

FLORENCE 
THE BANK OF FL0RB9CE. 

This was one of the five banks chartered at the second territorial session of 
the legislature, in January, 1656, after the restricting cods was eliminated. It 
was probably the least stable of all early Nebraska banks. 

It was owned by H, D. Downey of Iowa City, Sargent & Co, of Davenport, and 
other lowans. There was little attempt made to hide the fact that the main purpose 
of the bank, if not the sole one, was to provide drevaation for noney starved Iowa, 

Whether pre-designed or not, the effort to provide enough circulation for its 
many owners, with their many branch offices, proved the downfall of this bank. So 
prolific were the issues, that by April, 1658# the rwtes were at 60^ discount. The 
specie available for redemption was evidently nil. The bank had a life span of only 


/ 
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the western land & i5XCHAN0E CO. 

Although tM.« bank existed in name only, an issue of currency was made up in 
aBbic5nation of its going into operation. The existence of this little known issue 
indicates how close the bank was to becoraing operatiye. Nothing is known of the 
circumstances surrounding its att^imjit to obtain a charter. Because of the great 
similarity betwe«?n this bank’s muBe and that of‘Ijhe VJestem Exchange ik Land Co* 
and the kiiestem Exchange Fire & Marine Co., the possibility exists that someone 
connected with those firms was behind this proposed De Soto bank. The Istter fiwiQ 
closed a few months prior to the date shorn on notes of this bank. 


Ivebra3ka-64 1.00 (L) Por<:rrdt of Pr€'S, James Buchanan (C) Woodcutter lean¬ 

ing on log (K) Vifyi«tte of head of girl. Only description svail- 
able. Letter A, Rarity 11. 

N0braska-65 2.00 (L) Portrait of Andre\i/ Jackson (C) Comhusking scene in 

bam (R) Ti^ette of ©aiie. Only description ayallable. Letter A. 
Rarity 11, 

OTIRE ISSUE* 

(a) “Arfeerican Bank Note Co,’^ and "Jocelyn, Draper, iveleh & Go.” 

(b) Has printed date of December 1, 1S57. 

(c) Type of serial numbomj not known, 

(d) Original sheet arrangements not knm.n. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


FLORENCE 

XhR BAilti' OF FLORa^CE. 


This was one of th»» fl'To b^nks chajtered at the second territorisl session of 
the leglslstur®, in January, 1^»56, titer the roi!rt;rict,lng code was eliminated. It 
was probably the least stable of all early Nebraska banks. 

It was owned by H. D. Downey of Iowa City, Sargent & Co. of Davenport, and 
other lowans. There was little atteiajpt made to hide the fact that the main purpose 
of the bank, if not the sole one, was to provide circulation for money starved Iowa. 

Whether pre^eelgasd or not, the effort to provide enough circulation for its 
many owners, with their many branch offices, proved the downfall of tliis bank. So 
oroUfic were the issues, that by April, 1^5^, the notes were at 805^ discount. The 
specie available for redca^jbiozi was evidently nil. The bank had a life span of only 
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about t\!K> years* 

Because of the lar^ aiaomit of notes Issued, lUost of tViea: never used, 
this is no doubt the irost com-aon of all Nebraska issues. Only a few si^ed 
and dated notes are knovn. Those seen were dated Aug. 1, 1856, which is be- 
liC'Ved to be the opening date of the b.-ud£ as well. They were signed by Parker, 
as Cashier, and Bargoot, as President, and vrere rnade payable to S, Cook. 

Florence, which came into corporate existence in 1856, was at that tine 
located six miles north of Omaha. The old red brick building the bank occu¬ 
pied, with the original nameplate, has been a landmark for all to see, ninety 
years later. It was in this town that the Mormons encar^ed during the vdnter 
of i846-47> before starting out for I'tah, 


Ncbraska-66 1,00 (L) Indian vdth tciaahax^ and bow (C) lifei, Penn among 

Indians (R) Female portrait. Letter A. (blsmer No. 42) Rarity 2. 

Nebra8ka-67 2,00 (L) Seabed Indi*ya princess holding spear and shield (C) 
Seated Indian overlooking city and bar below (R) Ea^e with 
shield and stres^mer reading, "E Plurlbus Unum", Letter A, 

(Wlsaer Kk), 43) Rarity 2, 


Nebra3ka-68 3,0C (L) Portrrlt of faaale with shawl on head (C) Farmer 

feeding horse; man ivorlrlng as child and dog look on (R) Barnyard 
scene of chickens, etc. Letter A, ^Wismer No. 44) Rarity 2, 


Nebra8ka-69 5*00 (L) Beavers at work (C and £) Two st right side of 
large pictorisil scroll; four Indians at left side thereof, also 
farater and liorsemen in background. Letter A, (Nlsmer No, 45) 
Rarity 2, 

Nebr<’»ka-'5X) 10,00 (L) Early soldier advancing over fallen comrade (C) Sur- 

vtyors working with tripod, etc., upper center (R) Vferaan herding 
cattle. Letter A. Kaidiy 12, 


EVTIRF ISSUES 


(a) By "Toposn, Csrpfsaber & Co., New York ft Philada.” 

(b) Has nrinbed date of 18-, belmce inritten in; specimens seen 

had date of Aug. 1, 1856. 

(d) Has large block type letters indicating denomination, in li^it 
broim overprint, penetrating, in lower center (in upper center only 
on the i0), 0 N B on the 1,00, T W 0 on the 2,00, etc. 

(c) Has written In serial numbers. 

(«) Original sheet arrangement? $l (A); 2 (A/; 3 (A) and 5 (A), 
with ^0. ieno.alnation issued separately, evidently in small an»unt. 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooc 
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about two years* 

Because of the large anount of notes issued^ most of them never used^ 
this is no doubt the jaost cooBnon of all Nebraska issues* Only a few signed 
and dated notes are knovn* Those seen were dated Aug, 1, 1856, which is be¬ 
lieved to be the opening date of the bank as well* They were signed by Parker, 
as Cashier, and Sargent, as President, and were made payable to B* Cook. 

Florence, %diich came into corporate existence in 1856, was at that time 
located six miles north of Omaha. The old red brick building the bank occu¬ 
pied, with the original nameplate, has been a landmark for all to see, ninety 
years later* It was in this town that the Mormons encashed during the winter 
of 1846-47, before starting out for Utah* 


Nebraska-66 1*00 (L) Indian with tomahawk and bow (C) Vbi. Penn among 

Indians (R) Fmaale portrait. Letter A. (Wlsmer Mo. 42) Rarity 2. 

Nebraska-67 2.00 (L) Seated Indian princess holding spear and shield (C) 
Seated Indian overlooking city and bay below (R) Ea^e with 
shield and streamer reading, "E Pluribus Unum“* Letter A, 

(Vlismer Ho* 43) Rarity 2* 


Nebraska-68 3.00 (L) Portrait of female with shawl on head (C) Farmer 

feeding horsej man working as child and dog look on (R) Barnyard 
scene of chickens, etc. Letter A. (Wlsmer No. 44) Rarity 2, 

Mebraskar^? 5*00 (L) Beavers at work (C and R) Two men at right side of 
large pictorial scroll; four Indians at left side thereof, also 
farmer and horsemen in background. Letter A. (Wlsaer Mo* 45) 
Rarity 2* 


Nebra3ka-70 10*00 (L) Early soldier advancing over fallen comrade (C) Sur¬ 

veyors woricLng with tripod, etc., upper center (R) Woman herding 
cattle. Letter A. Rarity 12* 


ENTIRE ISSUE: 


(a) Bjf 'Toppan, Carpenter & Co,, New York & Philada." 

(b) Has printed date of 18—, balance written in; specimens seen 
had date of Aug, 1, I856. 

(#) Has large block type letters indicating denomination, in light 
brown overprint, penetrating, in lower center (in upper center only 
on the 13), ONE on the 1.00, T W 0 on the 2.00, etc. 

(c) Has written in serial numbers. 

(e) Original sheet arrangement: H (A); 2 (A); 3 (A) and 5 (A), 
with Ho. denomination issued separately, evidently in small amount. 


•0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


I 


- 16 - 


LINCOLN 
THE CITY OP LINCOLN 


Nebraskfc-71 1.00 OBVEBSB: (l) Figure 1 in irregular oblong shape* 
counter, vith identical word ONE and counters at top and 
bottom thereof, all making up wide border at L (C) ONE - X - 
dollar (R) Oval vignette of female holding lightning in her 
hand. Wide ornate border around entire note. REVERSE: Oval 
portrait of Lincoln in center, 3 \irrounded by four ornate de¬ 
signs, with words «The City Of” above and "Lincoln” below Un- 
colit’s portrait. Also ONE at L and DOLLAR at R of portrait; 
entire reverse in green, (scrip) Rarity 5. 


Nebra8ka-72 2.00 OBVERSE: (l) Farmer resting arm on scythe in fore¬ 
ground, another working in field in background (C) TWO DOLLARS 
over large 2 (R) Sdiall portrait of Lincoln facing to L. Wide 

ornate border around witire note. REVERSE: Very large 2 at both 
L and R, each in identical ornate circular design (C) Design 
has words ”The City Of" above and "Two Dollars" below round vig¬ 
nette of Civil War soldier and horse sttperimposcd over very large 
word "LINCOLN"; entire reverse in green, (scrip) Rarity 5. 


entire ISSUE: 

(a) By "Continental Bank Note Co., New Toric." 

(b) Has printed date of 187--; no specimens seen had written in 
part of date filled out. 

(c) Has red printed serial numbers. 

(d) Is an order on "The Treastirer of The City of Lincoln", with 
signature space provided for Mayor and Clerk. 

(e) Has no plate letters. 

(f) Original sheet arrangement: Hot known. 


oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


NEBRASKA CITY 

McCann & mstcalf, iankers 

Nebraskar-TSP 1.00 (L) Man standing, holds grain (C) Spread ea^e (R) 

Dog, safe and large figure 1. Mote reads, "Will Pay to the 
Bearer, On Demand, FIVE DOUAHS, IN MISSOURI CURRSICY, when five 
of these Checks are presented." Also, “Whole Issue $200.00", 
printed in \;^per margin. Ho pilnter*8 ii^rint. Has printed 
date of May 30, 1861. (scrip) Rarity 12. 

BEUTBR & CO. * 

%0 

Nebraska-*^ 25 Cents. (L) Indian maiden and white girl standing together. 

(R) Dog and safe, both very sukU. vignettes. Mote reads, "Good 
for Twenty-Five Cents in Merchandise." Written signature oi^y 
of "Beuter & Co." in lower margin. Mot dated. By "News Print". 
Approx, siae, 2 5/8" x (scrip) Rarity 12. 
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N 0. wHiTlNGSR * 

Nebraska-^®; 50 C«its. (L) Indian maiden and white girl standing together 
(R) Dog and safe; all vignettes identical to those on pre¬ 
ceding note. Note reads, "Good for P'ifby Cents in Merchandise.” 
Written signature of "D. Whitinger” in lower margin. Not dated. 
Bsjr "News Print”. Aoprox. size, 2 5/3" x U?.. (serin) Rarity 12. 


The preceding two notes ar<j in the Nebraska State Hiotcrical Society Coll¬ 
ection at Lincoln, Nebr. iind were gifts of Julian Metcalf, pioneer Nebraska 
City banker, 1857-1922. Verification of tlieir origin at Nebraska City is 
contained in a l^^tter dated Oct. 22, 1933» from Mr. Metcalf's son, Horace, 
at which time the notes were presented to the Nebraska State Historical 
Society. This letter frx)m I^e Angeles, Calif, is now in this Society's 
pogpession. 


THii Platte valley bank 

was another of the five chartered at the second territorial 
session in January, 1356, after removal of the restrictive code prohibiting 
banks. This was one of the five barjes on which there was no evidence of Iowa 
Ownership. 

VMlc its incorporation was being considered, nn amendment was attempted 
to its charter which read af; follows: ”Said bsnk shall not issue more than 
two dollars for one deposited, and shall not pay or loan out of its specie 
for any other purposes thsn for the red«mpt5.on, of Its own notes.” But this 
clause and several other safeguarding ones were tabled at the last minute and 
the bank was given the ssme unrestricted treatment as all the others. 

This was without doubt one of the least speculative banks in Nebraska at 
that time. It never had n«>re than $3000, in cirou3.at.ion notes outstanding at 
one time. In April, 1858 its currency was quoted at par, a very uncommon ex¬ 
perience for Nebraska banks after the 1857 debacle. August Kountze, the wealthy 
Omaha banker, is said to have had an interest in this bank. 

The soundness of this bank, in contrast to the average contojv^raiy bank 
of those days, perhaps can best be illustrated by the fact that the Platte 
Valley Bank follw/cd the practice of burning all cliculating notes brouji^ in 
for redemption. Other banks returned such notes back into cinrulation to any¬ 
one who v;ould accept them, v.dth all possible ha=d.e. 

When this bank voluntarily suspended ooerations about i860, every note 
presented to it was promptly redeemed, and no loss was sustained by anyone. 


- 19 - 


at which tiaesp- those notes were also preoontod to the Hebraaka State HlstorlGal 
Society. This letter frora Mr. Hetoslf io now in that Society’s posseseicn. 

It has boon thoiu^t best to include this note of explanation, inasouoh as no 
where on either note io the location of its origin oentioned. 


REBRASKA-dO 

25 Cents. (1) Indian aaiden and white girl standing togethor 

(R) Dog and safe, both very siaall vignettes, note roads, "Good 
for Twonty-Fivo Cents in Merohaad^bG.” Hot dated. By '^©ws 
Print." Approx, size, 2 5/8” x 4k”, Written signaturo only of 
"Beutor & Co^ in lower R comer, (scrip) Rarity 12. 

00000000000000000000000000000 

D. HIUTIIJGES, IJSBRASKA CITY 

BEBMSKA-Sl 

50 Cents. (L) Indian maiden and white girl standing t<^thor 

(R) Dog and safe, all vignettes identical to those on preooding 
note. Note reads, "Good for Fifty Cents in Morohandiso." Not 
dated. By "News Pj?int." Approx. igUze, 2 5/8" ^ 4^"» Written 
Cignature only of "D. Khitinger" in lower R comer. (scrip) 

Rarity 12. 

oooooooooaooooooooooooooooooooo 

TREASDE2R OF IJEBRASSA CITY 

I7EBRASKA-d2 

1.00 No description availablo. 

NEBRASKA-.83 

2.00 SBVERSEt (L) Deer gazing at valley below, directly beneath 
aoall 2 (C) Early train at station, passengers preparing to 


board it, with idontio&l figure 2 at L and R thereof (R) FVirm maiden with bask- 



maiden with basket, feeding ohidkens, directly beneath small 2. 
Note reads, "Good For All Debts Due the City, except School and 
Sinking Fund." Has printed date of A. D. 1872, balance of date 
not completed on specimon seen. Has green signature panel for 
Mayor and Clerk. Serial number printed in RED. Entire border 
in G®EEa?, By "Amorioan Bank Hot© Co. New Yo!ric." REVERSE* Large 
2 in oentor of ornate oiroular design, with identical irregular 
shapod designs to L and R thereof. Sntisrc reverse printed in 
GBKE2J. (scrip) Rarity 12. 

NEBAA^A-84 

NEMAHA CITY 

C. E. L. HOLtffiS OF NEMAHA CITY 

5*00 (L) Seated fetaale with sheaf of groin (C) Tiny vignette 

of dog (R) Indian with gun, overlooking oliff. Note reads, 
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in Burt County” whereas this institution h^s been incorporated as "The Bank 
of Tekama in Burt County, Nebraska territory.” But binder one name or smbtaher 
there was nothing to be gained from a firm operating without specie. More 
than $2000. of this bank’s currency was found in the vauljrs of the district 
court of Omaha years later, all of it brought in to show the worthlessness 
of the money pres«aited as eridence in court cases. 


Nebraska-SB? 



; 1 ^ 1 ; 

Nebraska^^4li# X 

Nebraska~SP 


1,00 (L) Two Indians on edge of cliff overlooking city, 

directly beneath figure 1 in rounded counter (Upper C) Seated 
female with wand at L and seated Indian with battle axe at R 
of pictorial shield (R) Kneeling hunter drinking from stream 
vdth cuppe-l hand, directly beneathffiggtre 1 in irregular shaped 
counter. Letter A, (Wismer No. 77) Rarity 3» 

1,00 Same, but with Letter B, Rarity 3. 

2.00 (L) Train rounding bend (Upper C) Cattle and sheep in 

pasture (R) Oval partial vignette of female. Justice, seated. 
Letter A, (Wismer No. 7B) Rarity 3. 

3,'X No such denomination issued; non-existent. (Wdsmer No. 
79)and listed by Muscalus). 


Nebraska-l^O^ 5.* 


,00 (L) Portrait of Pres. Buchanan (Upper C) Large spread 

a^e on flag shield and rock, navigation scenes in background 
(R) Reclining female seited Letter A, (Wismer Ko. 30) Rar¬ 
ity 3.' 


EfJTIRE ISSUE: 


(a) By "Baldwin, Bald & Cousland, New York" and "Bald, Cousland 
& Co., Philadelphia." 

(b) Has printed date of IS--; balance written in; specimens 
seen had written in date of Sept. 1, 1857. 

(c) Has blue printed serial numbers. 

(d) Has large block type letters indicating denomination, in 
red-bro\m overprint, penetrating, in lower center, 0 N E on the 
1.00; TWO on the 2.00, etc. 

(e) Original sheet arrangement: H (A);(B); 2 (A) and 5 (A), 


